Piracy in the early twenty-first century has large costs. Although successful pirate attacks in the wider Gulf of Aden area have decreased drastically since 2011, insurance premiums covering potential threats from Somali pirates are still pushed onto consumers, including poor residents in Nairobi's slums. 1 For example, for each imported container unit (equivalent to 24 ft or 7.32 m) to Kenya, US$200 to US$300 were added because of piracy in 2011.
2 Amongst the maritime-based imports, maize is very important for poor Kenyans, indeed also for other poor in East Africa. Piracy is thus contributing to drive food prices up in some parts of the world where many people do not have access to food.
3
Piracy is not only a problem for the shipping industry; it also affects the world's consumers, including the poor, and strategies to alleviate the problem have to be searched for.
Piracy is, nevertheless, a problem that cannot be resolved once and for all, as Christopher Cooker argues. The phenomenon is similar to other crimes, and the best option is to limit the risk rather than to expect piracy ever to be completely eradicated. 4 The sad fact is that no pirate sites have been registered as completely cleared of pirates after modern statistics began to be recorded around 1985.
5 But, as shown for example in the cases of the Gulf of Aden and in the Malacca Straits, the situation can be improved and the frequency of pirate attacks reduced. Some more serious forms of piracy, such as hijackings of ships for ransom, can for example be drastically reduced by limiting the pirates' access to land bases where ships can be brought to and held during the period between the hijacking and the payment of the ransom. Access to such land bases is one of the reasons why hijackings of larger ships for ransom have been concentrated in the waters around Somalia for the last five years.
6 Somalia is a country where there are plenty of areas with (and earlier) . In the latter case, however, ransoms never exceeded US$10,000 and larger ships were never verified as being held for ransoms. The big differences between various clusters of piratical activity indicate that each type of piracy is influenced by special regional traits -something that authorities have to take into account when planning their strategies to meet the problem. What should such strategies consist of? International and regional coalition-building, combined with the use of maritime power in various forms have been seen as one solution. In the Malacca Straits, for example, a regional collaboration called MALSINDO ( MalaysiaSingapore-Indonesia), consisting of coordinated naval patrols, combined with air surveillance has helped to bring down piratical activity. Operation Gurita, an Indonesian naval offensive against pirates, also had its impact. 7 It appears that these operations efficiently reduced piracy in the area from around 2005, although the 2004 Tsunami disaster, generally better economic times, anti-corruption work in China and Indonesia and a peace agreement in Aceh may all have contributed as well.
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Some of these strategies are currently in use in the waters off Somalia, where international naval forces began operations in 2009. Today there are several coalitions: the European Union's Operation Atalanta, the Standing NATO Maritime Group 2 (SNMG 2) and the multinational Combined Task Force 151. In addition, China has sent naval vessels to the area, as have many other individual countries, including Iran, India, South Korea, Canada, Russia and Japan. Advanced forms of piracy respond to countermeasures, but not necessarily as desired or predicted. In 2009, it seemed that the coalition forces had almost stopped piracy after establishing and consolidating a transit corridor in the Gulf of Aden, where the pirates had major problems in capturing ships. However, in 2010, the pirates adapted to the new situation and pirate groups operating in northern Somalia began to hunt in the Arabian Sea and further east.
